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minded perſons about ſome expreſſions in the Oath , though he 
perfettly ſatisfies thoſe very ſeykples , and knew very well that 
thoſe who firft rais'd theſe fears about the form and dreſs wonld 
have boggled at the ſubſtance thaugh never ſo plain and naked, 
1 ſhall xot preſwme to (poil this T reatiſe by the leaſt addition or 
alteration of mine , but ſhall only gather up a few ſtragling mtes 
out of other Writers which were not fit for theſe cloſe and, pp" - 
tinent Luerics , but yet may contribute ſomething to (41.44 - 
faition of leſs material, but mot leſs common objettons. 

T he attempt that provok't King James to-make this Oath 1s 
too well known , and there was never any thing ſo much the diſ+ 
grace of Religion , or ſo' heartily to be abhor'd by all good Ca- 
tholics, except it were the principles which enconrage and juſtifie 
ſuch undertakings. Thus merciful Prince not willing the inno- 
cent ſhould ſhare the ſeverity due. tothe guilty, publiſht this Oath 
(as he himſelf in his Book writ about it tells us) tO make a ſe- 
paration between Catholics of, a peacable diſpoſition, 
and in all other things-good SubjeRs , and ſach Catho- 
|ics 45 maintairthe rebellious principles of the powder 
Traytors. And farther aſſupes us that be hindred the Parlia- 
ment from inſerting into the Oath , a renunciation of the 
Popes power to excommunicate him : ſs careful he was not 
to medale with any part of our Religion , but meerly to remove 
theſe doftrines inconſiſtent with Civil Government. Yon will 
find in' theſe Queries what. entertainment 'this Oath found at 
Rome, and in Preſton's anſwers what an ill reputation it bad 
hire, and how it improv'd in Hereſie, till every Clanſe of it 
contain'd one at leaſt. But when theſe principles had produc'd in 
France /«ch dreadful conſequentes, and thoſe had deſerv*d the 
leverecenſures that are printed , and many ethers, and the four 
principal Jeſnits in Paris, Armandas, Cotton, Fronto,and 
Syrmond were enjoyn'd by the Parliament, to take order 
that their General at Rome ſhould renew a prohibition to 
. -any- of rhe Sochety to teach and publilh the like doQrines, 

and theniſelves were commanded to preach a contrary 
doctrine, And all this under the penalty of being pro- 
ceeced apainſt as Traytors, Jt was then time to quit the 
pretence of Faith for theſe aoftrines ; bur yet flill ſome kepr 
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poſſeſſion of them under the title of probability. Thu wa all 
the claim Cardinal Peron offer'd in defence of that vehement 
Oration about this matter. Where he ſaies that even Cardinal 
BeJlarmin himſelf did not propoſe that doitrine of the Indiret 
Power, comme doctrine de Foy , 45 anarticle of Faith, & 
dont il faille tenir 'un ou [autre party ſous pein d'Ex- 
-- mmunication & 'Anatheme , as if either part were tobe 
ne. Nnder pain of Excommunication. Now how weak ſoever 
this tenure of probabilities may ſcem to thoſe who know many 
opinions paſs for probable that are evidently falſe , yet it affor ded 
the foundation to the moſt excellent invention of thoſe , who pro- 
fe(s that they dare not renounce the Popes power , becauſe'tis 
probable i may be de Fide , yet they will promiſe never to be} 
it becauſe *tis but probable that it is ſo, That ſubtlety was 
beyond the reach of Suarez : for be maintains ftoutly, Defenl. 
Lib.6. c.z3, That denying obedience and not denying the 
power are inconliſtent, Ayd Bellarmin ſaies , The third 
Clauſe of this Oath that denies Obedience is grounded on the 
rſt that renounces the Power, So that had this complemental, 
civil, probable Obedienee been but as praiticable , gs the diftin- 
flion was curious , the Author of it had deſerv'd a title beyond 
Magiſter orbits. But theſe Queries bave ſufficiently laid 
open this evaſion , and no Prince was ever yet perſwaded that 
(uch a cobweb as ths ( WILL NOT) (ould hold thoſe pro- 
babliſts fer any time, that are able to-break,thyough the ſtrongeſt 
nets that can be (ram'd with either CANNOT , or SHALL 
NOT. | 
But *twas impoſſible now any longer to defend theſe Opinions 
that bad been ſo ſeverely cenſmr'd and prohibited abroad , and (0 
[ſmartly refuted by Catholic Writers at home, Thereupon it was 
agreed that this Oath did net contain any ſuch dangerous poyſon 
but that it might ſafely have been takgn, if it had been well 
prepar'd : but that there were pretended ſome offenſive though 
unneceſſary pbraſes in it that (poit'd the whole, Now theſe 
little piques and nice exceptions were 4s ſufficient for the purpoſe 
4s all the Hereſies that were ſo plainly diſcoverable in thi Oath, 
For they kept meſt Catholics from coking it , and the party con 
cern'd jrom the odium of holding the agrees 0PINIORS, 
Atjt 
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Moſt of theſe are now vaniſut, and the only one that remains 
conſiderable 14 the word Heretical, Thongh there be enongh 
ſaid in theſe Lnueries to ſatis fie any man that has not been very 
induſtrious to keep himſelf and others aisſatisfied ; yet I will 
add two or three Obſervations that may contribute towards the 
removal of prejudices from ſuch as do not reſolve out of intereſt 
to retain them, The Poſition ts, That ſuch as are Excom< 
municated or depriv'd by the *Pope may be depos'd or 
murthered by their Subjects. This rhey pretend to deteſt 
and abhor, and give it any hard names but Heretical, Some - 
reply, this deteſt ation is all the Oath requires , and that we do 
not [wear that Poſition rs', or that we believe it is, Heretical, 
but that we abhor it as impious and Heretical. 

Since we are got now tothe term of Art , and all the ſtreſs 
lies upon a word of Eccleſiaſtical or Theological uſe , we muſt 
look to pay their own rates for it : and it amonnt! tothis, that 
xothing is friftly and properly Heretical , that is wot ſo de- 
termin'd by a general Conncel, But let ns enquire and yet it as 
reaſonably as we can. 

How ſhpallawe be aſſur'd that this is the proper notion of the 
word Heretical. It cannot be pretended of Faith , neither do 
they offer any evident reaſon for it, © Is nething properly Here- 
tical g/l 65 Woah in 4 general Conneel ? or does not the 
C burch know its Faith before a Conncel meets ? Was it nat 
Heretical to deyy the moſt. ſacred articles of our Faith befure 
the Councel of Nice ? What is known to be revealed and (6 
received by the Church is of Faith whither 4 Conncel has de- 
termined it or not ; and what us contrary to that receiv'd Faith 
i: Hererical, Some of the moſt wnqueſtionable Articles of our 
Faith , and the moſt indiſpenſable commands of God may not 
have been determined in Conncels , becanſe they have been ſo 
evidently the Faith of the Church that they have not been cali'd 
in queſtion : viz, Non occides , non furtum facies, har 
Conncel has determin'd that *tis Heretical to affirm Murther 
er Theſt lawful? or if anyhas , did not the Faithful believe it 
before? and yet it were an odder medirrm to prove theſe Do» 
trines not of Faith, for this reaſon, that the whole Church has 
alwaies recerv*d them, and no Heretic has bren concemmn'd for 
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denying them, As if we ſhould doubt the integrity of a perſon, 
and Sik bis Oath 4 to be taken in a Cons, trees 
never been accuſed of Perjury and acquitted himſelf before a 
public Tribunal. 
To aſſert then,that 'tis lawful ts commit Murther or Theft, 
whether a Councel has determin'd ſo or not, is Heretical © be- 
| Catſe "tis againſt the Law of God , and the known Faith of the 
| Church, And are Kings excepted ont of this command, though 
depriv'd and Extommunicated? I am confident they will not be 
very defirous of this priviledge of having their throats cut. 
It is not expeited that particulars ſhould be exper'd, but the 
univerſal precept is preſum'd to contain them , if the exception 
be not of Faith, or at leaſt evidently prov'd by reaſon. ( Other- 
wiſe the command, non occides, forbids not the Murther of 
avy particular man) Now either of theſe proofs are ſo fur 
from being pretended ( for this exception ) that all confeſs *t1s 
not of Fauh , nor certainly true ,” nay they that wk this 
| objeltion, and ſeem moſt civil to thus doftrine offer to Yenonnce 
ir 44 impious and damnable, *T# Heretical therefore to 
teach *tis lawful to Mnrther , and ro murther Kings , and 
Excommunicated and depriv”d are not excepted , ( for *tis im- 
pioms doitrine to except them according to onr adverſaries con- 
feſſion) and if they be not excepted they are certainly included, 
1 find the third Remonſtrance deliver'd to the Lord Lien- 
texant of Ireland by the Iriſh Jeſuits, ſaies in 
the laſt Clauſe : We deteſt from our hearts Hf. ond vin.of 
this impieus doctrine which avoweth that *6 Ir. Rem. 
any Subje& can kill his anointed King, -: > coma 
though of a different Religion, and we 
abhor the damnable practiſe of that wicked afſertion, 
And 1 hope they mean, notwithſtanding Excommunication 
or Deprivation, for they promiſe ſo in the body of their Ad- 
dreſs, After ſo = an example there will not be much ſcruple 
at impious aud damnable. ' Bat I cannot well nnderſtand 
how they come to be aſſmr/dof this \impiety and damnation, 
unleſs they take this killing of _ to be prokibited by the 
general Precept and Commandemeht of God, and conftlant 
doftrine of the Churchiand I believe that 1 teach that 'tis lawful 
2 f0 
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to break the Commandements ts Heretical, However by thu 
cenſure of theſe Fathers we ſhall pain thi point , vit. th.t we 
caunot be apprehended to reflett either pon onr ſpiritual Supe- 
riours, or Anceſtors (who have held or promoted this av{brine) by - 
our calling it Heretical, any more than they do , by avowing it 
impious and damnable, For if people will needs be drawing 
conſequencet from the. aoktrine to the perſon againſt all Logic, 
Manners and Charity, | do nat think it will be agreater affront 
20 infer that they that held thiſe dettrines are Reretics, then 
that they were damn*d and impious. But *tes well know) there 
is. more requir'd to prove any perſon a Heretic, than the holding 
a doftrine that ts Heretical, * Whoever has been in the Schrols 
abroad know *tis frequent in their Theſes to call the common 
opinions of ſame other Divine: Heretical without any breach of 
Charity ; and they that ſay ſo are ſo far from thinking that the 
Church hu determin'd thoſe Comroverſies , that they are con- 
fident ſhe never will, Some call it Heretical to deny the five 
Propoſitions of Janſevius tobe totidem verbisin that Anthor, 
others talk /ona of anew Herelie of the Joſwits that teaches the 
Pope infallible in matters of fait. They both know theſe points 
were never condemr*d in general Conncels, and ſhall we uſe theſe 
words ſo often to do one another miſchief; and neqer to do onr ſelves 
ood > Why may Heretical be taken (ometimes in a more looſe, 
, here muſt be taken in the moſt ſtrift ſenſe? *T is againſt the 
opinion of all that write of theſe Subjetts. Suarez in his fourth 
Book De Leg. /aies , Benigna & favorabilis interpretatio 
ſemper prxterenda eſt, przſertim (i materia Legis ſit poz+ 


nalis & odioſa;and arether Axiom which the 
1.5.deLeg,c.1., ſame Anthor as well as others , ts, Quod (i 


vox aliqua pſures habet ſjgnificationes 
proprias & ulitatas, illaeligenda eſt quz menti & inten- 
tioni Legiſlatoris elt magis accommodata. Since then 
the moſt favourable ſenſe , ' and the moſt according to the mind 
of them that maae the Oath is to be thought the true ſenſe 
according to theſe Maxims : Why do we in ſuch a penal caſe, 


rake the molt ſtrict, and the moſt different, from the ſenſe 
of the Law-giver ? , 


o 


But 


2 


to'the READER: 


Bat if Reaſon will mt do, let us ſee what preſidents wo hyve; 
Ar. Foflart of the Hermitage of Caen in the year 1661, in 
hu publick, Atts advanced thus Propoſition, That the Pope has 
power to depoſe Kings, rhovgh he made this modeſt interpre- 
ration, that be meant Tyrants, By a Decree of the who!e 
Faculty of that Univerſity, both hu Theſis and Expoſution ran 
the (ame fate, and were deeply condemn'd, and he himſelf een- 
ſur'dby the Preſidial Court after impriſonment, tO acknow- 
ledge ttat the ſaid' Propolition was falſe, contrary to 
the Word of God, and to the holy Decrees of Councels, 
&c. Herea leſs Doitrine then ours is voted contrary to the 
Conncels, and Word of Ged, A good fair beginning, 

In thus Treatiſe. you will meet with two cenſures of the Faculty 
of Paris, one paſſ'd in the year 1413, the other 1610, where 
this very word Heretical is #us'd about theſe Doitrines., And 
inthe year 1408, there was a Dottrinal cenſure againſt the like 
Dottrine, and confirm'd by the Conncel of Conitance, which 
was order*d in the.year 1614 tobe renew'd, and to be every year 
01 A certain day read in the Schools of the Jeſuits, and of the 
four mendicant Orders,, And [nre theſe Divines thought that 
Councel afainſt theſe prailices. 

- D*Avila, efteem'd a faithful Hiftoriu#n, in the 14th." Book 
of his Cwvil Wars, when he ſpeaks of the Decrees of Parlianit, 
regiſter'd againſt the feſuits pon. their baniſhment, after the 
{uriors attempt of Jehan Chaltel «pon Henry the 4th. has 
theſe words : To this Decree of the Parliament, the Di- 
vines of the City of Paris metitogether in Cardinal Con- 
dy's Houſe, added. a Declaration, whereby they deter- 
min'd, tbat the DoRrine which taught to kill Princes 
was heretical , prodigious, and diabolical, and. gave 
charge to all men of Religious Ocders, to acknowledge 
King Henry the 4th. their lawful Prince and King, And 
yet this King wAas at that very time excommunicated, depriv'd, 
and declar'd an Apoſtate and Parſecutor of the haly Church, as 
may be ſeen in the ſame Author, [t was time to be ſevere to 4 
Dettrine, from which ſome of that. Nation had ni» bly drawn 
moſt bloudy conſequences, which had diſpatch'd them a King 
already, and now aitempred his Succeſſor, If neither theſe 
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Reaſons nor the Examples of others will hours ſome will be 
apt to [nſpeft that we have not ſufficient unkindneſi for this Poſp« 
tion, which we refuſe to treat with ſo ſevere reproaches as ave 
given it in other Nations, ; 

Many pretend both _ to deteſt theſe Doftrines, and be 
well enough reconcil'd to the harſh expreſſions, and have nahing 
left $t this Objetion, viz. that we ſhall gain nothing by this 
profeſſion but after we have made a d;ſerence amongſt ony 
ſelves, we ſhall all be equally expor'd to the ſame ſeverities, 
T his ſeems no very generous reply, when the creait of our Reli- 
gion lyes at ſtake, from which we endeavony to remove prejudices 
in other points, without = pretence to gain a worldly intereſt, 
And though, I hepe, onr late loyal ations, and ſincerity, and 
quiet correſpondence with our Neighbonrs, has in part worn ont 
theſe (candalous impntations, yet ſince all the diſloyalty that ever 
has been charg*d uyon Catholicks, has come from ſuch as own'd 
theſe principles, let ws give all the ſatisfattion that can be deſr'd, 
that theſe principles have no influence over 9s. The Apoſtles 
commanded and perform'd obedience to the moſt tyrannical Go- 
vernonrs, not for but ronſcience, and though they gained 
nothing by that hearty profeſſion, yet the primitive Chriſtians 
and Fathers throngh all tyrannier and perſecutions follow'd their 
example. They were ſo far from abſolving Subjetts from their 
obedience to good Princes, rhat they reſtrained them from de- 
fending themſelves againſt the moſt tyrannical ; and though they 

had power and ftrength enough to reſiſt moſt wis- 
Tertul. 4pol, dences,they rather choſe to be kill'd then kill : 

and t they —_ no preſem eaſe , yet, 
1] am very confident, this peacenble Doftrine and converſation 
did more win the minds of the people, then any claim of abſolute 
ſover aignty aud dominion over the whole world conld have done. 
Let us follow their example, and neither permit any temporal 
fears to makg us deny onr duty to onr ſpiritual Superiors, nor 
any [ſpiritual hopes or fears to make ns diſſemble pur Altegeance 
to onr temporal Governors, Let ns ſo far manifeſt our title to 
indn/gence, as to make appear, that we hold no opinions 
char are apt to diſturb the peace of the Kingdom. Ler ws 
1 8/olve with the bleſſed Apoſtle, 1f the will of God be that 
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we ſuffer, we ſuffer for well-doing, and not as Male- 
factors. 

What the meaning is of making differences I do not appre- 
bend. For ſince all agree theſe dottrines are not of Faith, and 
*tis no great news for thoſe of the ſame Communion to differ in 
opinions, I ſee no harm if we believe that to be falſe which they 
”- but probable , that is, may be falſe for any thing they know. 

ach leſs can there be any fear of diviſion with thoſe who are 
only troubled with the incommodio'u phraſes , if we both agree 
that the doflrine of killing Kings us 1mpious and damnable , con-: 
trary tothe Word s ; God, and decrees of Conneels, 1 hope we 
ſhall not fall out about the propriety of a word which 76- 
quently uſed by themſelves in the ſenſe we take it in, They that 
will divide and flie aſunder npon ſuch tender touches , cannot be 
kept long together. 

The cenſure of the Univerſity of Paris, here printed , ſaies 
this depoſing dofFrine Opens a BaP to Schiſm, retards the 
converſion of Infidels, renders odious the Papal dignity, 
&Cc, Why ſhonld the renouncing ſuch doftrines 4s open a gap to 
Schiſm endanger diviſions among 4 ? For my part I feay, if we 
Cann agree but on ſuch articles and conditions , our agreement 
will be lookt upon likg 4 combination or conſpiracy rather than thas 
wnity of Chriftians which ſhould be in the bond of peace. 
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| TO THE 
READER 
a 
Thouſand to one now you'l be inquiring , who is 
A the Author 8 Pardon me , if 1 frankly anſwer, 
what need you care ? Tudge of the Veniſon, and never 
trouble your ſelf with arking whence it comes, 'Tis a 
ſhort Book,,. though a long Letter ;, and when you have 
perus'd aperiod or my you like it, you may readon 
if not, lay it down, and betake your ſelf to ſome better 
buſineſs : only oblige me with this favour , if you allow 
not what 1 have done ;, teach me what I ſhould have 
done. This is my caſe, : | 
Methought 1 ſaw the truth bang clearly on my fi: 
while 1 conſider d only the weights which each hand 
laid in the balance; but the Number of thoſe who flrove 
by plain force to pull down the Other, a little mov'd, 
I confefi, and ſhak'd my Scale: yet 1 eaſily recover'd my 
ormer Sieddineſi, when I refleG&ed on the Moment one 
Ty Reaſon has , compar'd to a multitude even of the 
graveſt Opiners ; But then they ſhrewdly heav'd at me 
again , Why ſhould not the Many be preſum'd to have 
Reaſon, as well as the few ? againjt which, thus much, 
at leaſt, I had to ſay , and prrhaps ſomewhat more to 
think ; That ſince either too firong an Intereſt, or too 
A weak 
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weak, « Conrage, or 100 ſlight an Examination , 1 
juitly be ſuſpeFed as the general cauſe of. ſpreading that 
Opinion, I hop'd my inferiourneſs in number would not 
be able to work me any great prejudice with thoſe who 
fairly compar'd my advantages in other reſpetts ;, eſpe- 
cially if we remember the diligences perpetually us'd 
ſor improvement of Eccleſiaſtical Prerogatives ; by ad- 
vancing ſtill favourable Tenuts., and prohibiting the 
contrary 5 while the good Lay-Princes ſeldome provide 
ſo carefully for themſelver ; and where they do, ſuch 
tender DoRrines grow very ſlowly , and if they chance 
to take alittle, yet for want of depth, ſoon wither away. 
Nor is gy Party ſo few as.not to be conffderable :. If 
three or four Doctors, nay perhaps One , who has well 
ſtudied the Point, can make an Opinion ſafe ; What may 
we ſay where a greater number of whole Univerſities 
engage their Judgments 8 Univerſuies equal to the beſt 
in Europe, who on purpoſe ſtudied and diſputed the 
DOneſtion , and having ſeriouſly ponder'd both what 
Popes had done, and Councils had defin'd , and all kind 
of Anthors had written, at laſt unanimouſly concluded 
and dicreed- what this following Letter intends. to 
repreſent. | | | 
When I was thu: by Reaſon and Anthority ſatisfied ins 
my own mind, ſtill there remain'd a Scruple to publiſh 
it ; for though I ſuppoſe my ſelf ſecure of a Truth, what 
have I to do, being a private Man, totell it to others g 
eſpccially Thoſe who are infinitely more competent Tudger 
than 1? But as again IT beg your Counſel, let-me again 
rell you my condition; I obſeru'd, that moſs of the 
Perſons, from whom we mipht expe@ ſuch diſtourſes , 
were either diverted by other imployments , or fo par- 
ticular conſiderations unwilling to meddle with This : 
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On the other ſide 1 confider'd how excellent a Charity 
it were to be the occaſion of [etling clearly ſo important 
a Doflrine, that we might hang #0 longer between Hea- 
ven and Earth, God and Czfar, ſuftain'd only by the 
flippery running knot of Probability, which wilt be faſt 
or looſe, as the Caſniſt pleaſes, eſpecially if the Writers 
endeavour: ſhould be bleſt with ſo happy ſucceſs as to give 
the leaſt contribution towards the attainment of a more 
condeſcending form of Oath , wherein the manner of ex- 
preſſion being a little chang'd, every ſyllable of the Sub- 
ſtance might entirely be retaiu'd; many of the better- 
temper'd Refuſers being obſerv'd to [cruple more at ſome 
Phraſe than at any Thing in the Oath. 

This firongly carried me to wif the Work done ; but 
my own unqualificdneſs extreamly diſconrag'd me from 
doing it : At laft, ſeeing my Independence on any ( as 
to particular expetFations) was a Circumſtance very 


' ſuitable 10 ſuch an undertaking, and inwery few tobe 


ound, my thoughts weary of ſirugling one with another, 
y down ys reed, wa af as That to pro- 
poſe my Senſe by way of Quaries could not be | gg 
preſumptuows, ſince every fool has wit enough to ak 
Qneſtions,and I have left for other; the Wiſe mans part, 
10 an(wer them, 


A 2 THE 


THE 


Allegiance. 


A, B. Do truly and ſincerely Acknowledge, 
Paofelſs, Teſtifie , and Declare in my Con: 
ſcience, befoze God, and the 7UAo2td , That onr 
Soveraign Lozv King CHARLES fs {awful 
and rightful King of this Reatm, and of all 
other his Pajcſties Dominions and Countries ; 
And that thePope, neſther of himſelf, noz by any 


Anthozity of the Church v2 See of Rome, 02 by 


any other means, with any other, hath any Pow: 
er 02 Authozity to depoſe the Ring, o2 to diſpoſe 
of any of his Bajeſties Kingdoms oz Domint- 
ons, 02 to diſcharge any of his Subjecs of their 
Allegiance and Obedience to his Majeſty, o2 to 
give licence 02 leave to any of them to bear Arms, 
ratle Tumults , 02 to offer any violence o2 hurt ta 
his Yajeſties Perſon, State, o2 Government, 02 
to any of his Yajeſties Subjects, within his Wa: 
jeſties Ooinintons, | 
Allo 


= 


Mn ee 


| T7 


Alſo J dv Swear from mp heart, that not- 
withſtanding any Declaration, 02 ſentence of 
Exrcommunication, o2 Depzivation made o2 gran- 
ted, v2 to be made 02 granted , by the Pope, 02 
his Ducceſſozs, 02 by any Authozity derived, 02 
pzetended to be derived from him, oz his See, 
againſt the ſaid King , his Heirs, o2 Ducceſſozs, 
02 any Abſolution of the- ſaiy Subjects from their 
©Obedience , J will bear Faith and true Allegiance 
to his Pajeſty, His Þeirs and Succeſſozs, and 
him and them will defend tothe uttermoſt of my 
powet againſt all Conſpiractes and Attempts 
whatldever , which ſhall be made againft his, 02 
their Perſons, their Crown , and Dignity , by 
reaſon 02 colour of any ſuch Sentence , oz Decla- 
ration, *02 otherwiſe ; And will do mp beſt endea- 
vour to diſcloſe, and make known unto his Ba: 
jeſty, his Þcirs and Succeſſozs, all Treafons, and 
Traiterous Conſpiracies, which J fhall know o2 
hear of, to be againſt him, oz any of them, 


And J do further ſwear , that J vo from my 
heart abhoz, dcteſt, and abjure , as Jmptous and 
Deretical, this damnable Ooctrine,and Poſitton ; 
That Pzinces which be Ercommunicated , o2 
Oepzived by the Pope, may be Depoled, o? 
—_— by their Subjects, 02 any other what: 
oever. 


And J do believe, and fn mp Conſctence am 
reſolved, that neither the Pope, no2 any Perſon 
whatſoever, hath power to abſolve me of this 
© ath, 0 ai part thereof, which J acknowledge 
by good and full Authozity to be lawfully miniſtred 

unto 


unto-me; and-do renounce-all Pardons-aud Dil: 


penſationsto the contrary. And all thele things - 


J do plainly and ſincerely Acknowledge and 
Sivear, acco2ding to theſe cxpzeſs wozds by ite 
ſpoken, aid accozding to the plain ,-41d common 
Senſe, and underſtanding of.the ſame wozds, with: 
out any Equivocation., oz Bental Evaſion, 02 e- 
cret Reſervation whatſoever, 


Aid J do make this Recognſtion, and Acknow- 
ledginent, heartlly; willingly, and truly, upon the 
true Falth of a Chriſtiait, j 


So help me God. 


THE 


THE LETTER. 
S I R, 


iS $ {one Civility. hay gought me, 1 may have any 

thing of you for as ing, ſo.my own Experience 

I reaches me, nothing is more'eaſy then eo ack; 

nſeſs,it be,to doubt, or to be ignorant3 two qualities 
ſo common, and ſo little implying/any conceit of ſafh- 
Ciency in their Owner, that I hope you will neither ac- 
cuſe me- of 'Preſumption, while only ſeck what I pro. 
feſs not to know- z. nor. of imprudence, : while I ſeek 
where 1know I am moſt like to. 6nd. . Your piercin 
Eye has both read. what others ſay, and penetrate 
what they maintain ; Your generous mind neither hopes 
nor fears can .corrupt.z and, if they could, your happy 
Condition ſecures you from both : To you therefore I 
confidently come,and without any farther Compliments, 
which you are too wiſe.to expect, and I too nncourtly 
to give, I humbly: deſire your free and ſpeedy.judgment, 

in theſe few ſeaſonable and Important Pueſttons. | 

Some ſay the Pope, by direct and immediate ſentence, 
can depoſe Princes3 Others, , he can-only Excommuni- 
cate direQly , and depoſe by, Conſequence. Some ſay, 
he can depoſe only Princes Subjet to the Church; O- 
thers , Infidels too. Some fſay., he has power to do 
this only in order to Spirituals 4 .Otbers ,, abſolutely 
without that Reſtriction, Some.ſay, the crime muſt be 
Hereſy, or Apoſtacy 3 Others extend his Juriſdiction to 
more, andeyen all Caſes... And there are who ſay, He 
cannot depoſe ar all,neither any of. theſe ways, nor for 
any of theſe Perſons,nor for any of theſe Cauſes, 

In favour of which laſt Poſition (not to ſpeak of par» 
ticular Authors ) *ewas my fortune lately to meet ,with 
a.Cenſure ok the Facu/ty of Pars, and ſome publick and 
ſolemn Decrees made by that, and divers other Univer 
lities of France ; Of. which, the better to entitle my ſelf 
to beg your Judgment, I here ſend you, a ſhort Extra, 
On purpoſe omicting the French King and Parliaments, 
Prohibition and Arreſts, as Lay-arguments , of lictle, 
and perhaps too little weight, with ſome that diſpute this 
poinc, A. 
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A Decree of the Univerſity of Paris, made. by the 
ReQor, Deans, ProQors, and Batchelers of the 
ſaid Univerſity, in a General Aſſembly had on the 
20th, of April 1626. at the Maturins. 


| bo having been repreſented by the Reflor , that the [acred 
Facnlty of Theology , moved as well by their ardent 
zeal and fidelity towards the Church , his moſt Chriſtian Ma: 
jeſty, and his Kingdoms , 4s alſo by the true and perfett love 
which they bear to Right and fuitice , and following therein the 
illuſtrious Examples left by their Predeceſſors in like Caſes, 
pon mature Examination of a certain Latin book , ontituled, 
A Treatiſe of Hereſy , Schiſm, Apoltacy , &c. and of 
the Popes. power in order to the puniſhment of thoſe 
Crimes, Printed at Rome, 1625. had in the 30. and 31, 
Chapters of Hereſy, found theſe Propoſitions , That the Pope 
may with temporal puniſhments chaſtife Kings and 
Princes, depole, and deprive them of their Eſtates and 
Kingdoms, for the Crime of Hereſy , and exempt their 
Subjects from the obedience due to them ; - and that this 
cuſtome has been alwaies practic'd in the Church, &c, 
and thereupon had by a publick,, juſt, and legal Sentence , on 
rhe 4th. of April, Cen(ured theſe Propoſitions of that pernicious 
book , and condemned the Doftrine therein contain'd , as New, 
Falſe, Erroneous, contrary to the Word of God, 
rendring odious the Papal Dignity , opening a gap to 
Schiſm, derogative to the Soveraign Authority of Kings, 
which depends on God alone, retarding the Converſion 
of Infidels, and heretical Princes, dilturbing the publick 
Peace, tending to the ruine of Kingdoms, and Repub- 
licks, diverting Subjes from the obedience due to their 
Soveraigns., and precipitating them into Faction , Re- 
bellion, Sedition, and even to commit Parricides on the 
ſacred Perſons of their Princee, 

The Reftor, Deans, Proftors, Batchelers , and whole 
Univerſity have made this Decree ,, That the (arred Faculty 


of 


| (3.3 


of Theology ought highty to be commended, fir having given 

4 juagment ſo Piou, ſo Religions, ſo Wholeſome, againſt ſo wick- 

ed and dangerous a Dottrine : For having ſo opportunely held 

forth to the whole Church, but eſpecially to all France, the clear 
” light of Amtiens and Orthodox Doftrine : For having ſo glori- 
ouſly follow'd the Illuſtrios generoſity of their Predeceſſors, and 
| performed a tack, not only ebecoming their particular Profeſſion 
| | to defend the trmth,but deſerving the Imitation even of the whale 
Unwerſiy it ſelf. | 
And to obſtruit altogether the very entrance of this new and 
ernicions Doftrine , and cauſe all thoſe who now are, or here- 
after ſhall be members of this Univerſity , or merit- promotion 
to any Degree therein , to remember for ever to form and regu- 
late their Opinions according to the jusgment pronounced by that . 
ſacred Faculty , and keep at utmeſt dift ance from the Dotlrine 
ſo juſtly preſcrib'd , and that every one in particular may fly, 
deteſt, and abbor it, and as well in publick , as private, Com- 
bate, Confute, and Convince its falſity : They do decree, that 
| in the next ſolemn Proceſſion, as alſo annually in the Aſſembly 
for the Proceſſion general, immediately after opening the Schools 
in the month of October , this Cenſure ſhall prchekly be read 
by the Proctor of the Univerſny ( the firſt buſineſs nothing to 
intervene) and recorded in the Regiſters of each Faculty , and 
Nation ;, and that two Copies hereof , written and ſigned by the 
hand of the Clerk of the ſacred Faculty of Theology, fhall be 
hept in the Common Records * the Univerſity , and the like 
number be ſent 4s ſoon as may be to all Smperiours of Colledges, 
and Houſes , to the endall poſſible care and diligence be nsats 
ſecure all thoſe who frequent, or reſide in the ſaid Colleages pow 
the corruption and poyſon of this pernicious Dottrine , anda that 
they never give way that any Perſon whatſoever preſume to [ay 
or do any thing contrary to what has ſo wiſely been determined 
| and ordain'd by that ſacred Faculty. 

If any Dottor, Profeſſor, Maſter of Arts, or Scholar reſiſt 
and diſabey , or go about in any ſort by word or writing , 0n any 
canſe or pretence whatſoever , to offer at the leaſt attempt, or 
make the leaſt eppoſition againſt this ſo laudable ard legal a Cen- 
ſure, let him for a note of Infamy and Ignominy be oxpe''d and 

B depriv'd 
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depriv'd of bis Degree, Faculty, and Rank,, by a ſentence that 
may for ever cnt + #11 hope of admittance. 


Quintaine, 
Scribe of the Univerſity. 


The Cenſure of the Faculty of Sorboyne , dated 44h, 
April 1626. I omit, becauſe recited at large 1n this of the 
Uviverlity, | 

The like Decrees on the ſame occaſion, and againſt the 
ſame Doctrine ( That the Pope can puniſh Kings with 
remporal puniſhments , depoſe them and deprive them of 

«their Kingdoms and Eſtates, &c,) were made by theſe 
ſeveral Univerſities following : All which have lately 
been printed at Pars in a Collettion of divers Ats,Cenſures, 
and Decrees as well of the Univerſity , as of the Faculty of © 
Theology of Paris. 

- By the Univerſity of Caer, aſſembled in the-Convent 
of 'S. Francis, 7. May 1626. | 25 

By the Univerſity of Rheims , the four Faculties being 
aflembled in the Chappel of S. Patrice, 18. May 1626, 

By the Univerſity of Tho/oxze , the ReRor and Pro- 
feſſors of all the Faculties being aſſembled in S; Thows:'s 
School at the Dominicans, 23. May 1626. : 

- By the Univerſity of Poitiers, aſſembleUit the Domi- 
nicdns, 2.6. June "1626. olprgs 

By the Univerfity of Yalence, afſembled in the great 
Hall, 14. f*/y 1626, 

By the Univerſity of Boxrdeaxx,afſembled at the Carms, 
16. fuly 1626. 

By the Univerfity of Boxrges , all the Deatiz and Do- 
Qors Regent of all the Faculties aſſembled by the Re- 
Ror, 25, Nov. 1626, | | ER 


By all which the ſaid Do&rine was Condemn'd as 
Falſe, Erroneons, Comrary to the Word of God, Per- 
nicions, Seditiont, and Deteſtable. . 

| And 


i 


(s) 


N D now, fince-ſo many, ſo famons Univerlities 

\ have unanimouſly, and ſolemnly, and deeply con- 

demn'd this Poſition ( That Popes can puniſh Princes 

temporally) and all this without conſtraint , voluntarily 

delivering their free judgments, unmenaced by their 

King,unconcern'd in ſelf- preſervation : The firſt Queſti- 
on wherein I entreat your aſfiſtance, is 


I, thy we,when our Laws ſo threatningly command, 
and our All s ſo nearly concern'd, may not ſafely 
and uncenſurably profeſi as much as They ? 


A D 1 beg of you a more ſatisfaory anſwer, 
{ X than, that the Pope in prudence forbears the 
French, becauſe their party is numerous, and learn'd,and 
united, and Perfons of heart and courage ; for ( omir- 
ting to obſerve the advantage this very ObjeQion offers, 
by confeſfing fo great Authority againſt that pretended 
Power) I ſhould eaſily ſecure my ſelf with this reply, 
that were not their Caſe, jn it ſelf, at leaſt tolerable, all 
thoſe fair qualities could never juſtifie the Popes ſuſpen- 
ding to condemn them. Their Teners then clearly are in 
themſelves conſiſtent with Faith and Catholick Commu- 
nion 3 and *tis a Conſideration meerly prudential, whe- 
ther ſuch proceedings ought to be Cenfur'd or no; which 
naturally leads me to my ſecond 2ueftion, 


W. If there be reaſons enough to turn the Eye of 
Authority quite away from ſeeing what whol? 
Univerſities ſo openly aveow in the face of the 
world c are there not enow.:* Connive at w, who 
are but a few, and at privately, and not without 
the excuſing plea of extream neceſſity £ 

Ere, Your firſt thoughts perbaps may ofter you 
this diſtintion , That in England *cis requir*d to 
renounce the Doctrine as [mpious apa Heretical , —_ 
2 the 


| (6) ; 
the French condemn it only as Falſe, Erroneons, Contrar 
to the Word'of God, Perniciouw, Feditions, and Deteſtable, Bur 
I appeal to your ſecond thoughts, and atk, 


III. Are tboſe two words, Impious and Heretical, 
{o vaſtly different in their true and natural ſenſe 
from the other half dozen, Falſe; 'Erroneous, 
Contrary to the Word of God, Pernicious, 
Seditious, Deteſtable , that all theſe fix may 
vo'untarily be affirm'd; and both thoſe , or at 
leait, one of them, whatever ruine attends, muſt 
neceſſarily be deny'd ? 


F we be oblig'd, as ſure weare, to anſwer in the ſenſe 

.of our Propoſers, and they mean no more by Here- 
tical (as the very Principles of their Religion , belides 
other Arguments, ſufficiently aſſure us ) than Erroneons, 
and Contrary to the Word of God , 1 hope this third 2ue- 
ſix will prove no invincible difficulty: For, is not what's 
Contrary to the Word of God, Contrary to Faith , and 
what's Contrary to Faith,” Heretical ? Eſpecially lince 
ara hong ſelves we muſt find a larger ſenſe for Hereti- 
cal , than that which ſeverely meaſures its conceiv*d 
ſtricteſt notion ; We mult find a ſenſe wherein the Opi- 
nion of Antipodes was antiently Meretical, and the Turn- 
ing of the Earth, or at lealt the Standing of. the Sun is ſo 
now.; one of which the 2ualificatori at Rome, in order 
tO Galilee's Condemnatian, Cenſur'd as Abſurd, Falſe, 
&c. the Other, as formally Heretical : We muſt find 
2 ſenſe that may juſtifie not. only our diſputing' School - 
men, who often on ſlighter grounds, cry out Hereſy one 
againſt another 4 but the publick Cenſors of Books , and 
Qualifiers of Opinions, who every day reject many 
Doctrines as Heretical , without intending to divide 
Communion from the Maintainers : Nay, we muſt find a 
ſenſe that may agree with the words of the Pope himſe)f, 


in 
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in his Probibitive Brief of this very Oath,which be ſayes, 
contains many things contrary to Faith aud Salvation and 
what can we imagin ſhould be thoſe Aſfary, if the den{- 
al of his Prince-depoling power be got counted for One ? 
yet poſlibly neither It, nor any of theſe I have mention'd 
are,in preciſe ſcolaſtic rigor , Heretical : but Uſe and 
Cuſtome deing the Rule of Speech, I cannot ſee it rea- 
fonable, why we alone in ſo Important an Occaſion, 
thould be denyed that latitude of ſenſe, which we know 
is ſo frequently,and ſo juſtifiably allow'd to all the world, 

To reconcile more clearly this difference, I conceive 
the common Diſtinction of Materia! and Forma! Hereſy 
very uſefull: According to the firſt ſenſe, whatever is 
now Heretical, alwayes was ſo in its inward nature - the 
Deciſion of the Church operating only by way of Decla- 
ration of the formerly beliey'd Truth, and Extenlion of 
the Obligation to new Subjects, adding perhaps expreſs 
Menaces of Avathema,&c. to obltinate Diſſenters, which 
every one is juſtly preſum'd to be, that ſubmics not to 
the known determination of the Univerſal Churcb. 

In the ſecond ſenſe many Tenets are not yet Hereti- 
cal, which may in time become ſo: Even this intollera- 
bly falſe and flattering Poſition, That the Pope ts dirett 
Univerſal King over all theWorld,is not yet (the Church 
not uſing to interpoſe Her Authority,till the Deciſion be 


-neceſſary ) condemn'd as Heretical : though certainly, 


none that pretend to the lealt degree of true Loyalty, 
but are ready to abjure ſo damnabie a Doctrine,as worſe 
than Impious, worſe than Heretical, *Tis evidently 
therefore enough to verifie my forſwearing ſuch an er- 
rour as Heretical,if in it ſelf it be notably miſchievous 
without expeQing till the Church can meet, and ſolemn+ 
ly paſs Her Canonical Sentence upon it. 

Though this Example of ſo many Univerlities be ſuf - 
ficient to decide the Queltion , in that they renounc'd 
this pretended Power; and more than ſufficient, to 
juſtifie us, in that they did it freely - Yet to propoſe an 
Inſtance agreeivg,even in the point of fear ro0,with our:; 

Il 


BEE. 

I ſhall not forbear to ſay there was a numerous and con- 
fiderable Party in Fraxce ( no leſs than the whole Body 
of the 7eſnites ) whoſe Judgment was known to differ 
from That of the Univerlities as much as Any, and more 
than moſt of Ours here, yet rather than expoſe them. 
ſelves to Inconveniencies, and their Intereſts to Danger , 
they publickly ſubſcrib'd the Sorbonne Cenſures , pub- 
lickly condemn'd this King-dethroning Power, as Falſe, 
Erroneous, contrary to the Word of God, Pernicious, 
Seditious, and Deteltable. ; 

How this ſo ſolemn Subſcription, againſt what them. 
ſelves had formerly held either as altogether , or at leaſt as 
almoſt an Article of Faith,was underitood at Rome,I know 
not: that it was aRually done in France, I am confi- 
dent will not be deny'd: that it was commanded, we 
need no other Evidence than the Arreſt it ſelf of the 
Parliament of Pars, dated 17. Mar. 1626, wherein *tts 
Order'd, That the Prieſts and Scholars of Clermont, and of 
the other two Houſes which the Feſwits have in Paris, foould 
within three daies [nbſcribe the Cen(ure made by the Faculty 
of Sorbonne : and within two months procure Teſtimonials 
of the like Subſcription from every Provincial, and Reflor, and 
from ſix of the Amtients of every Colleage of their Society in 
France, | 

Nor can it be ſaid , this Subſcription relates only in 
general to Sawutarellus*s Book , fince it particularly ap- 
proves the whole Cenſure of Sorbonne , whereof one and - 
the firſt branch is diretly, and in moſt expreſs terms, a- 
gainſt the Popes Power to puniſh Kings Temporally,to Depo/e, 
&c, If this be true, of which 1 know not the leaſt rea- 
ſon to doubt, 


IV. Why is it not L awfu! for Engliſh Catholicks to be 
Loyal to their Prince, as far as the French to 
Theirs £ Why is it not tolerable in Lay men here 
to diſavow,what the flricteſt Religions there open- 
ly condemn? StriGeſt, I mean, in maintaining, 


and 
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and extending the Popes Prerogatives,and ſo moit 
pertinent to our Queſtion: Shal! Humane Motives 
be allow'd their place with Them who renounce the 
World, and not with thoſe who live in it? 


I F any ſhall herepretend to diſtinguiſh between a ſimple 
KI Subſcription, which only was requir'd of the French 
Jeſuites, and a down right Oath, which is exacted of- us , 
I cannot think but they proceed with too much ſcruple ; 
fince certainly no (incere and generous honeſty will ſo. 
lemnly and deliberately atteſt under his hand, what he will 
not in due circumſtances ſwear to be true ; and indeed, 
for Religious Perſons , who actually ſtill reflet on the 
preſence of God, what differencecan there be, between 
calling Him in a form of words to witneſs what they ſay, 
eſpecially with ſuch. Solemnity and Deliberation, and 
believing him continually in their hearts to witneſs not 
only what they ſay, but what chey think ? 

And now where I demanded a reaſon, why fo circum- 
ſpe& and wiſe a Body ſhould aft ſo differently inthe 
ſame cauſe but different Countries4 I could only return 
this conjetural Anſwer z that being wary and prudent 
perſons, they could not but ſee the Concerns they hazar- 
ded-in France by refuling to Subſcribe, far more impor- 
tant, than what they ventur'd, at Rome by Subſcribing : 
whereas in England, all they can forfeit by declining the 
Oath of Allegiance (being themſelves but few,and wirhour 
the Engagements of Colledges and Foundations) is per- 
haps of leſs eſteem with them , than the intereſt of their 
Univerſal Body at Rowe, whence ſo many advantages are 
continually deriv'd to the reſt of their Society. 

Whea 1 have taken leaveto ſuppoſe for True, That a 
certain general Rule , isto be obſerv'd, notwithſtanding 
an Exception that's »#certain 5 I may eaſily hope your 
leave tq ask this fifth Queſtion ; 


V. If 


( 10.) 


V. If the Precept of Obedience to Kings in Tempos 
rals be a cerbain Catholick DoGrine, and the Exs 
ception ( unleſs the Pope depoſe ) be incertain; 
whether the Pricept does not ſtill Oblige notwith- 
ſtanding that Exception ? 


A Nd however ſuch a power may by ſonie be held ſpe- 

culatively probable, yet, as to any Execution, 'tis 
praQically no Power at all, againſt one in-poſle(ſion , and 
conſequently may be abjur'd as /ucb: he that has only a 


ſpeculatively probable Commiſionto take away my life, 


has none at all aRually ro dir: and every one will ſure- 
Jy agree, that to diſpoſſeſs a King is of infinitely more 
miſchievous Conſequence than to kill a private Perſon : 
Witneſs the horrid miſeries that followed the Depo- 
ſition of Henry the Fourth, by Gregory the Seventh, the 
firſt Pope, and firſt Emperour that ever engag'd ſo far 


inthat kind of quarrel; a quarrel wherein both (ides en- , 


dur*d for a long time unſpeakable Calamities , both ſides 
ſtriving with all extremity of paſſion and fury to- ruine 
one another, 

Our Allegiance to Kings, and Their Title to our Al- 
legiance being both , in their natures, antecedent to 
Baptiſm : For the relation of King and Subje& is by 
Birth, and the quality of Chriſtian by Adoption : 


VI. How can the Swperinduced ſpiritual Obligation 
diminiſh the Civil, when no ſuch Condition is con- 
_tain'd either in Baptiſm, Catechiſm , or Arlicles 
of Farth ; Eſpecially ſmce we are baptiz'd into 
the Communion of Believers, not of Opiners ? 


T] S true, both Prince and people,do by their God. fa- 
thers in Baptiſm renounce the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil:but neither of them make any promiſe to gr 
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their Crowns or Eſtates to the Pope, if they break thefr 
word, Nay, even Popes themſelves, in the primitive 
times, were temporally Subject to the Heathen Empe- 
rours both before and after their Converlion : And in- 
deed, lince the Chriſtian Law, by the Judgement of all, 
deprives none of their Right, if they were Subje& before 
| the Princes Converlion, they mult neels continue ſo af- 

cer. 
| Nor canlI ſee (and in this every Reader is concern'd ) 
why the Pope if once admitted to diſpenſe with Subjects 
Allegiance to their Prince, may not diſcharge the Te- 
nants too from paying Rents to their Landlords, and 
Debters from their Obtigations ta their Creditors, as 
often, as He ſhall Judge T Intereſt of Religion to re- 
quireit, Nay, by the ſame reaſon, driven a ſtep or two 
tarther ; why may not every Biſhop in his Dioceſs, and 
every Curate in his Pariſh pretend a Right, radically in- 
berent in his Dignity, to diſpoſe of all our Eſtates in 
Order to the goed of our Souls; and that *cis only either 
the bard-heartedneſs of Lay-Magiſtrates to hinder it 
from ſhooting forth into branches 5 or the Wiſdom of - 
the Supreme Spiritual Mapiſtrate to reſerve the whole 
fruit to Himſelf? 

Already by my own reflexionsI am fully ſatisfied that 
a Diſpenſation ( ſhould any ſuch be pretended ) with 
the Oath of Allegiance, would be no Diſpenſation with 
the Duty of Allegiance : The Duty being Antecedent to 
the Oath, and Independent of it, and only Confirm'd, 
not Created by it : and therefore as to this Point, I find 
no neceſlity of giving you any trouble. 

But in the next Queſtion I muſt humbly beſpeak your 
pardon, becauſe I fear my boldneſs may need it :,*Tis 1 
'} CaleI never have yet ſeen well examin'd, and therefore 
more doubtingly propoſe it, 

The Gravelt Afertors of the Popes indire& power to 
depoſe Princes, warily confine Him to two Caſes ; which 
they call Hereſie and Apeſftaſie : And, as by Apoſtate they 
muit neceſlarily mean One that has been a Catholick, 
and 15 quite faln away from Chriſtianity ; $0 ſurcly by 
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Heretick, they ſhould proportionably underſtand One 
that has been a Catholick, and is i» part faln away from 
the Faith : This Conlideration, I confeſs, bred in me a 
ſcruple, 1am not able, without your help to ſatishe : 
How a Proteſtant Baptiz'd into the Church of England, 
Mould be held oblig'd to the poſitive Laws of another 
Church , to which, neither himſelf, nor his Godefathers, 
promis'd any Obedience : his Baptiſm indeed confers 
Grace, and adopts him into the State of Salvation ; but 
why ſhould he be counted ſubject to the Government of 
a Communion quite oppolite to That into which he is 
Baptiz'd ? does a Proteſtant commit a Mortal Sin every 
time he eats Fleſh on a Faſting day, or omits to hear 
Maſs on a Holyday, when neither Maſs , nor perhaps 
that Holyday is allow'd by his Church ? 

We know, whoever loves God above all things, isin 
the State of Salvation, but not of External Communion, 
till he aRually ſubmitto it 5 and me thinks it ſeems ob- 
ſcure, that I ſhould be interpreted to ſubmit to the Go- 
vernment of a Church of ſuch a Diſcipline, by my very 
being Baptiz'd into a Church of a contrary one, 

Belides, Followers of thoſe who began the Diviſion 
are not in the ſame form of Church- Condemnation with 
thoſe who began'it, much leſs when they are .born of 
ſuch Parents, and bred up in a Countrey where ſuch Tee 
nets have ſo long and uncontrolledly been eſtabliſh'd, 
that many perhaps may hold them, without being guilty 


of holding them 5 Wherefore 1 humbly intreat your 
Learning to inſtruct me, 


VII. Whether Tou have read any Authors that ex- 
preſly ſay, a Magiſtrate ſo Circumſtantiated may 
be Depos'd by the Pope, eſpecially ſince I remember 


mot one Inſtance, Ancient or Modern, of any ſuch 
Princeſo treated 2 


JP HE Examples of depoling Princes being without 
any certain Rule, ſometimes by the Pope, ſome- 
times by the Nobility, ſometimes by the People, ſome- 


times 
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times by an Eminent SubjeQ, ſometimes by a powerful 
Stranger ; And the ground pretended, being ſometimes 
Religzon, ſometimes ſame other Cauſe give me leave 
ro conſult your judgement, 


VIII. Whether thoſe Examples may not all bereſolv/d, 

Either by the General Anſwer, that FaCt makes 
| no Right; 0r, that they were praGis'd without a- 
ny ordinary and acknowledg'd Juri/difion ; but 
only by way of common Reaſon and natural Pru- 
dence which teaches us in extremities 10 caſt about 
and relieve our ſelves, in the beſt and hopeſulleſt 


way we can, according to our Circumſtance: ? 


%s R though by this Almighty Maxime of Extreme and 

Lawleſs neceſſity, even Popes themſelves, as well as 
other Governors, have ſometimes been depoſed ; yer 1 
clearly believe neither Popes, nor Councils, nor Kings, 
nor Nobles, ner People, nor Strangers, bave any Dor-= 
mant Commiſſion from Heaven, that conſtitutes in any 
of them a Formal and Authoritative Tribunal to decide 
Juriſdictionally who ſhall be Pope or King. 

To make this diſtintion (on which the whole contro- 
verlie chiefly depends ) unmiſtakably plain and evident ; 
let me parallel the grand Inſtances of Popes and Kings, 
with the little ones of private perſons : when we ſay, as I 
think every Chriſtian does, that ?cis Impious and He- 
retical to hold, One Neighbour can take away the life of 
another, though he never ſ@ much deſerve it in Reſe-: 
rence to what power do we ſpeak? is it not to that kind 
of power which is ordinarily Created by Commiſſion ? 
can we be fairly interpreted ro mean ſome odd extrava- 
gant caſe of abſolute neceſſity to defend our own lives 
againſt his otherwiſe unavoidable Afaults? So when we 
ſpeak of a Power and Authority to depoſe Kings, weare 
plainly to underſtand a Power and Authority veſted in 
St. Peter and his Succeſſors by Commiſſion from Chriſt - 

C 2 This 
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This and this only, I conceive, is the Authority we are 
commanded to abjure; and nnleſs ſuch a Divine Com- 
miſſion be ſhewn, I cannot ſee why to aſſert ſuch a pow- 
er in the Pope 15 not Impious and Heretical, as much 
and far morethan the inſtance of private Murther : Eſpe- 
cially the Oath ſo particularly expreſling its chief intent 
to be the excluſion of the Popes pretences, and preven- 
tion of the miſchiefs naturally apprehended from the Su- 
preme and all-Commanding Juriſdiction of a Foreiner, 

Having perus'd ſome Authors who confidently ſay,ne- 
ver any Orthodox Divine maintain'd this tranſcendent 
power in the Pope, norevec any ſuch praRices appear'd- 
for above a thouſand years after Chriſtz though the Chri- 
itians long before that time had both ſlrength enough to 
doit, if they had had a Will, and Zeal enough to have 
will'd it, if they had thought it lawful : I cannot but ſuſ- 


pet this DoQrine of Novelty, cill you be pleav'd to in- 
form me, 


IX. What Eminent Writers there are, in the fir 


{# 
thouſand years after Chriſt, who expreſly hoid this 
Tenet of the Popes Authority to Dipoſe Princes ? 


7 His I am apt to conceive ſo much the more impro- 
"' bable to be found, becauſe neither S. The, nor 
Card, Bellarmine cite any ancienter Authors than Grego- 
ry the ſeventh, whoſe Papacy is of a younger date than 
that we ſpeak of : Much younger yet is the Council of 
Lateran;, nor can it with the-leaſt colour of truth be al- 
leg'd for any more than a Canonical Conſtitution ; and 
perhips nor ſo much, till the difficulties concerning it be 
clear'd, which I leave to the DoRors, and only con- 
rend, *cis at beſt no more, elſe the Nefenders of Papal 
Depolition were bound to believe its Decree in this point 
as an Article of Faith, and condemn the French Univer- 
fities as Heretical, and (ſeparate from their Communion : 
if then ir be only an Eccleſiaſtical Canon, *tis well e- 
nough known ſuch Laws are not Obliging, but where 


they 
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they are receiv'd, and where they are received, may on 
juſt grounds be again rejeted. However, even where 
that Canon is admitted ( if any where it be ) no fair In- 
rerpreter can extend it to reach ſo high as Soveraipn 
Princes, to whom this reſpect is generally by the Ca- 
noniſts eſtcem'd due, that unteſs They be exprelly 
nam'd, they are not by implication underſtood to be 
comprehenced in any penal or reſtrictive clauſe, a Ci. 
vility allow'd even to Cardinals, whom I cannot think 
any dilinterefſed Conliderer will prefer before Kings. 

As for reaſon, which 1 confeſs, where *tis evident, 
needs no Antiquity to gain my aſſent, T have not mer 
with any that.bids ſo fair towards ſatisfation, as this 
argument. 


If the Ends be ſubordinate to one another, the Fa- 
culties are, 

But che End of Civil Power ( temporal happineſs ) 
is- ſubordinate to the End of Spiritual Power (eternal 
happineſs. ) ; 

Therefore the Civil Power is ſubordinate to the Spi- 
ritual. 

Ler all this be ſuppos'd as true ( though there want 
not diſtintions, by which ſome endeavour to relieve 
themſelves in this Point too.) I only enquire how this 
Spiritual Superiour muſt proceed, when the Temporal 
Mapiſtrate intolerably miſqdemeans himſelf, andI think 
He 15 confin*d, as his very Name imports, to Spiritual pu- 
niſhments, as ſuſpention from Sacraments, Excommuni« 
cation, 2c. 

But that, they*l ſay is not ſufficient, nor the Church 
compleatly furniſh'd with means proportionate to its 
end, unlels it can depoſe a Prince that deſerves it. To 
which, I anſwer, 

Firſt, The argument is of ſo wild unlimited a Conſe- 
quence, that ſhould they inſtead of Depoſe, ſay Kill, or 
whatever other miſchief they pleaſe to invert , they 
might in Rigor with the ſame Reaſon defend it. 

Secondly, Though in fome ſenſe it be true, the Spiritu- 
al Power 1s furnill”4l with all means neceſſary to its End, 


yer 
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yet are we not oblig'd co ſay, it can remove all impedi- 
ments, and that in what method it pleaſes; 1s not the 
Sun compleatly endued with power to ſhine, unleſs it 
can leve] mountains, and overturn forreſts that intercept 
its light ? cx, which is nearer our Caſe, has not a King 
ſufficient power to govern, unleſs he can puniſh his 
neighbour King, nay even the -Pope himſelf , and: that 
with ſpiritual penalties? In regular and ordinary Oc- 
currences, the regular and ordinary power both of Pope 
and Prince,is ſufficient : in irregular and extraordinary, 
the very word lignifies, they are onr of Rule, and muſt 
be govern'd by occafional reaſon, which allows both ro 
Pope and Prince a juſt and equal title to, provide; that 
Neither prejudice the Other ; and this, without the 
Popes being Superiour to the Prince in Temporals, any 
more than the Prince is to the Pope in-Spirituals; Bar, 
as abſolute Soveraigns, when there's no other remedy, 
may lawfully make war 3 ſo I conceive may theſe {( each 
managing his proper weapon ) and pretend only Reaſon, 
not Juriſdiction to juſtifie their proceedings. 

Thirdly, 1 ſuſpe&, this plau{ible argument ( the ſpiri- 
tual power is furniſh'd with all means neceſſary to its 
end) may ſo largely be underſtood, that it will flatly be 
deni'd, for, is not Execution of the Magiſtrates Com- 
mands, neceflary to the end of Government? and is not 
a competent Force neceſſary to that Execution? why 
then did our all- foreſeeing Saviowy nor provide for this? 
why did he not furniſh his Supreme Lieutenant with 
rwelve Legions of Angels, to overcome the Princes of 
- the Earth, that will not. obey his Decrees? As to this, 
I know no better reaſon, than that the Churches Hymn 
1S true, , 


Nox eripit Mortalia, 
Lui Regna dat Celeſtia, 


He does not Earthly Kings deprive, 
Who came the Crown of Heaven to give. 
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Befides, may we not as well ſay, the Church is furs 
niſh*d by Chriſt with all Offices ( at Teaſt all conſiderable 
Ones ) as with all Power neceſſary to its Government ? 
yet every one knows neither Patriarks, Primates, nor 
Arch-Biſhops are of divine Inſtitution, however their 
very being ſo canonically eſtabliſh'd in the Church, ſuffi- | 
ciently declares their uſefujneſs and neceſſity , ' and their 
being. no otherwiſe eſtabliſh'd, ſufficiently convinces the 
weakneſs of the argument I am endeavouring to diſable. 

If my expeRations happen to fail in all theſe Queſti- 
ons, permit me yet to offer this ſhort Conlideration. 


The Poſition we are commanded to renounce as Impions, 
and Heretical, is this, 


Princes , who are Excommunicated , or Depriv'd by the 


Pope , may be arpor'a or murther'd by their Subjelts, 
or any other whatſoever, | 


Since*tis clear, that where the $Sabje of a Propoſition 
is in the disjunGive , unleſs the Predicate be verefi- 


able of both Members, the whole Propoſition may ab- 


ſolutely be deni'd ; it plainly ſoflows, if ro ſay a Prince 
Excommunicated only (not depriv'd) may bz depos'd 


- by his SubjeRs, be Impious and Heretical , at leaſt in 


the large and uſual ſenſe of that word, that the whole 
Propolition is ſafely abjurable, as Impious and Hereti- 
cal, In which diſcourſe, this only ſeems to need proof, 
that *cis Heretical to ſay, a Prince Excommunicated 
may be depos'd by his SubjeRs. And firſt, I hope, ir 
will quickly appear to de Falſe, by the very definition of 
E xcommunication ; Excommunication being # Church- 
Cenſure , that ſeparates from the Eccleſiaftical Communion 
of the Faithful, And though by a general *rule we are 
commanded to ayoid all Hereticks, and Excommunicated 
Perſons, yet ( belides that, of ir ſelf it reaches only to 
ſpiritual things, unleſs the Civil Law extend it farther ) 
the Canoniſts give many exce=;ions, one is ( which near- 
lieſt concerns our Caſe) that of Relation; ſhall Kus- 
bands and Wives, Parents and Children, Maſters and 


Ser- 
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Servants, be bound in caſe of Excommunication to aban< 
don one another ? what Confulion would ſo raſh a 
DoRrine bring into the world? and is it not far worſe, 
if Subjects ſhall think it lawful to forſake their King, 
nay unlawſul not to forſike him ? ; 

Thus I conceive *tis evidently Falſe, and if once ad. 
mitted for ſc, its own weight will ſoon link it down 
into Impious. And what 1s Impious, eſpecially draw- 
ing after it ſuch miſchievous effefts, will ealily-be prov'd 
againſt the very Eſſence of theChriſtian Law, and by Con. 
ſequence intrinlecally Heretical, If yet you think, this 
opinion not ſo highly cenſurable, 1 beſeech you inform 
me, 


X. Whether any of th:ſe Poſuions deſerve the Con- 
demmation of Heretical? That the Pope bas a di- 
ret Dominion, both in Spiritua's and Tempo: 
ralr, over all the World: Or that He can deprive 


Kings of their lives, and paſs ſentence «f death a- 
g4inſt them : Or againit the lives or goods of any 
other Perſon ? that is, whether He can make it 
lawſulto do thoſe Ads, nhich, were they not Au- 


thoriz'd by him, would be plain Murther, Theft, 
or Rebellion, 


A L L theſe, every one I meetis ready to cxy out on; 
4 MN. 23 Impious, Heretical, and what you will, And 
15 the Depoling a King a lighter work, than the Sequeſt- 
ring a private Gentleman ? Or has he a weaker Title to 
[115 Cruwn,-than a Merchant to his Shop? Either 1 am 
deceived by fome Equivocation, which 1 intrear you 
to diſcover, or elſe the Queſtion I propoſe is as clear as 
the Sun at Noon, 

'I15 true ſome Caſes are mixt, but then me thinks ir 
1s not ſo hard a tack to give each Authority its due; 
Can we 10t cally diſcern, what belongs to Marriage as 


a 
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a Sacrament , from what belongs to it, as'4 Civil Co0n- 
tract? Or diſtinguiſh between the Churches power to 
make a Baſtard incapable of Orders, and that of the Com- 
mon=-wealth, to make him incapable of Inheriting ? Nor 
has the Queſtion any greater difficulty , when the Tri- 
bunals ay 1+ aſſilt one another, as when the Ec- 
cleliaſtics , having proceeded-to the utmoſt of their Ju- 
| riſdiction,, deliver the Criminal to the Lay Court, there 
fo receive ſuch further puniſhment, as bis Crime deſerves, 
which they could not have needed, had their own power 
reach'd ſo far,nor would they have praQis'd,had they not 
needed it. | 
To conclude this point , with ſome Authority as well 
as Reaſon : I haveread, that nor only the Poſition of 
killing Kings was condemn'd as Impioms, Heretical , and 
| Damnable, by 141 Divines of the Faculty of Paris, in the 
year 1413. Butſince, in the year 16169. the ſame Faculcy 
Decreed, That it was Seditious, Impions, and Heretical, for 
1 uy Subje, Vaſſal, or Stranger, on what otcaſion or preterice [0; 
ever , Sacris Regum perſonis vim inferre, to offer vio{ence 
10 the ſacred per ſons of Kings. Behold the very word He- 
retical , direCtly and formally applyed to a Poſition that 
in ſubſtance exceeds not Ours, unleſs we imagine a King 
ſo tame , thar we may Depoſe chim without offering him 
any Violence: or find ſome witty Caſuiſt, who has in- 
vented a new way of creeping out'of the words (no mat- 
ter for the plain and honeſt ſenſe ) and by his grave O- 
pinion , ſecure our Conſciences, that though it be Impi- 
ous indeed and Heretical, to offer any force to the ſacred 
Perſons of Kings, yet to intercept their meat till- they 
be ſtarwdto death ( as 'ris ſaid of one of the Kings of 
Denmark.) is abſolutely lawful, as being an omirred Caſe, 
| and ſo nor at all forbidden. : 
Obſerving that in this whole Controverſy , the main 
Bultwark wherein the Defenders of thePopes Prerog ative 
in Temporals, fortifie themſelyes , and think to pacify 
the Civil Powers, is acertain famous diſtinctiqn, whoſe 
plain and literal ſenſe] as” welterough, bur can + 
not 
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not find in.it, if impartially examin'd, n title to make 
ſo great an Impreſlion as is pretended ; I humbly intreat 


yourquick and ſtrong Eye, to look a little ſeriouſly into 
the Queſtion, and teach me, 


| IX. What difference there 35,05 to any real effelt in 

Government, between acknowledging a- dire 

' immediate Power inthe Pope to Depoſe Princes, or 
only an indire@F and mediate One? 


S it notalmoſt all onein it ſelf, and altogether all one 
in miſchief, wherher my: eyes be beaten out with a di- 
rect (ſtroke of a Tennis» Ball , or by Bricol? Are not our 
Laws ſtill equally Penal both to direCt and indire& Of- 
fenders? will any of us allow a flandering tongue (than 
which nothing is more frequent, or more intolerable ) 
co Calumniate freely, on condition his poyfonous darts 
come only glancing , and fot. be level'd. point blank a» 
1 Þ GER nf often 

Here they perbaps will ſay , 1 miſtake the Caſe; For, 
were, only the Exerciſe of this Power mediate andindi- 
c:&, they would confeſs my limilitudes had ſomething of 
Argument, but the yery Power it ſelf, ſay they, is in its 
TIntrinfick natwe nO more than mediate and.indiret,which 
widens much the (ides of the diſtinction, nor -do any of 

my Interrogations offer to confute it, | 
When 1 have firſt declar'd, I intend not to meddle 
with ſuch (lender Entityes as Relations metapbyſically 
con(ider'd ; I ſhall betake my thoughts to what: I. con- 
ceive more pertinent. to our purpoſe, the ord Notion; 
and enquire what influence on humane aRions a direct 
Power gives its Poſſeſſor, more than an indirect ? If they 
anſwer , by the one he can puniſh his Inferiours, as he 
pleaſes, by the other not - lreply, That is the notion of 
an abfolute,and perfeRly arbitrary Government,not pre- 
ciſely of a direct Power, which not only may ſometimes 
be limited, but almoſt always is 3 bas not the RUgeronr > 

ire 
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dire& Authority over the Germain EleQors? Is not the 

Pope dire&t Superiour of the Chriſtian Biſhops > yet 

which of them can, either One or the Other, deprive or 

puniſh at his meer pleaſure ? If they ſay, *tis a Power as 

ſtrongly Commanding as the direQt, but is not in the 

ſame line, the Spiritual being of a quite different Order 

from the Temporal 5 I confeſs theſe are pretty terms 

to entertain ſubtile heads, and amuze ſimple ones; but 

to A — — prudent Examiner , I believe they'l 

prove of very little ſerious Signification, nay though the 
Cauſes be contrary to one another, if they produce the 
ſame effe& , they make with me the ſame argument. Na+ 
turalifts ſay, that Cold immediately condenſes by dire- 
ly cruſhng the Body it incloſes ; whereas Heat- firſt ex- 
tenuates, and then draws away the ſubtiliz'd -parts, and 
after the groſſer ſhrink together of themſelyes, and ſo 
condenſes too, but mediately and indirectly; and theſe 
are words that ſound well enough; but when we come 
to practical application , and find that too much San, as 
well as Froſt , ſo dries and hardens tbe Earth, that it 
choaks our ſeed , and kills our flowers, what good does 
our fine diſtinQion ? what does 0ur Aediately and Indie 
retly avail us? 

Nor is the Effe& only the ſame, whether the Popes 
power be called dire& or indirect , ſince each way he re- 
ally dethrones the Prince ; but the end to both of his di- 
rect-Spiritual , and indiret-Temporal Authority is the 
ſzme;lince He is bound to manage the laſt only, i» erdine 
ad Spiritualia, and the firſt, ad Edificationem 3 which two 
phraſes ſeem to me no il] Synonima's,one of another. 
Theſe are ſome of the refletions that have made me 
| doubt, though there may be (and I thiakI ſee it) ſome 

Speculative difference between the two manners of Title, 
yet in praQtiſe very little , ifany at all. 

When all this is ſaid, and far more, (which I think not 
uneaſy to do) ſtill there remain ewo grand Objetions : 
The Supreme Paſtor has engag'd bis Authority ; and our 
duty obliges us to obey His oe” : Our Pred _ 
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ſors have refus*d the Oath, and ſuffer'd for refuling 3 
and our honour is concern'd to follow their ſteps, To 
which, with your permifion, I offer this anſwer, 

Since by the Popes forbearing the French we evidently 
ſee ſuch Prohibitions| depend on particular and occalio- 
nal Conſiderations, not only lyable to be miſapprehend- 
ed by others, but to be alter'd in themſelves; certain- 
ly it very ill becomes our Reverence to the Authority of 
the Pope, or reſpeRt to the Memory of our Anceſtors, 
ro fear they would wilfully perliſt in a diſcover'd Errour, 
and not change their proceedings, when they ſhould fee 
the grounds on which they proceeded were chang'd. 

Nor even then when the Pope's Brief forbad the Oath, 
did there want a juſt number of Catholicks, if my Books 
ſay'true; who humbly repreſented their Motives to his 
Holineſs, why they doubted his Prohibition, was not 
obliging, as being grounded on-miſtaken and incertain 
Suppolitions.: A priviledgepermitted to all, and moſt of 
all ro Eccleſiaſtical Subje&s. ( who are not Govern'd by 
the Sword, but the Paſtoral Staff) either to obey or 
give good reaſon why they do not: and this, without 
the leaſt ſuſpition of boldly examining their Superiors 
Commands with the Judgement of Authority , but ex- 
erciling only, what the meanelſt Vaſſal may Loyally pra- 
Qife towards the greateſt Prince, their natural Reaſon 
and Judgement of Diſcretion, FEY 

And here I muft confeſs my ſelf inclin'd to think it 
very probable, that the whole buſineſs was untruly re- 
prefented to the Pope : for,” can we doubt but Card. Bel- 
{armine was 'acquainted with the Informations given to 
his Holineſs ? or, that-they Both agreed not in their 


ſenſe concetning our Caſe ? let us then ſee what his 


Eminence ſays in his Letter to Mr. Blackwell, Arch: Prieſt 
of rhe Englilh Clergy ; where, having alledg'd that ancis. 


ent Inſtance of mingling together the Images of the Em- 
perors, and of the falſe Gods, to entanple the Chriſtians 


with this Dilemma, that either they muſt bow to Jupiter, 
and commit Idolatry ; or not bow to Ceſar, and be guil- 
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ty of high Treaſon, He adds, Tale a/iqnid in juraments; 
&c. Some ſuch thing "me thinks I ſet in this Oath they offer 
you, which is ſo fraudulently contriv'd, that none can profeſs 
their Civil Subjettion | to the King and Deteſt all Treaſon 
againft Him , but he muſt needs perfidionſly Renonnce the 
Supremacy of the See ApoFtolick, And again, Nam 
rem totam, &c. If you will diligently examine the whole 
matter, you'l ſee 'tis ne ſmall thing which by that Oath is 
brought into danger, but one of the Capital and Fundamen- 
tal Points of our Faith and 'Cathnlick;, Religion , And quite 
throughout the whole Letter,He ill ſappoſes the Delign 
of the Framers of this Oath, how covertly ſoever they 
expreſs themſelves to be; That the Authority of Head 
of the Church be transferr'd ( as to England .) from the 
Succeſſor of St, Peter , to the Succeſſor of Henry the 8, 
Which ſtil] ſo much the more evidently appears,* both by 
his Quoting Fathers upon: the general head of obeying 
the Pope, and acknowledging his Supremacy; as alfoiby 
his comparing Mr. Blackwe{s Sin in taking the Oath, to 
Peters denying Chriſt, and AMarcellinw's Sacrificing to 
Idols; whom. at leaſt in ſome part, He ſays, the Arch- 
Prieſt imitated, + Does this Pen run as if it were guided 
by a Hand well inform'd ? Is it not highly-probable that 
ſuch Informations were the grounds of-the Prohibition ? 
Is it not abſolutely certain, that ſuch grounds, being pal- 
pable miſtakes, are no-way ſufficient ro-oblige our Obe- 
dience. 

Not that we have cauſe ſo: much to complain of the 
Brief, as of them. whoſe Paſſionate, and perhaps Factious 
' Zeal procur'd it : for how can the Pope be inform*d what 
we Tramontani do, but by others ? and how can He 
Judge, but as he is inforny'd ? lince ſurely we are not to 
expe ſuch- an extraordinary aſliſtance from Heaven to 
Suide his Hand in writing a Letter, though i» Form) of 
Brief, as (ume pretend for his dehning ex Cathrdrd, Read 
but the Bula Cexe, and you'l find it no impoſſible thin 
for the Pope to claim more, than a good SubjeR, =. 
leſs a wiſe King will give. bim ; there he ſolemnly ex- 
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communicates all Princes, who impoſe on their Subjects 
new Gabels without leave of the See Apoſtslick : with ma- 
ny other unallow*d pretences, From all which we inferr 
theſe two.plain truths, That the Pope vn. miſcommand ; 
and when he does ſo, be [awfully diſobey'd. 

But to proceed ingenuoully with you, as I hope and 
beg you will do; with me 8 let us fortify this Objection 
with the utmoſt skill and ſtrength we can : This AR of 
Depoling Kings has not only been done by. Popes, but 
approv'd by Councils; to whioſe joynt-Authority I cone 
fefs a great Reverence is due, and therefore befeech you 
deal'candidly with me (for I have not any convenience 
to examine the circumſtances of theſe Hiſtories )did the 
only approve the Fact ; or declare the Right ? if the firſt, 
1 ſhall without ſtaying to diſpute it , ſuppoſe the thing, 

for that time, acl tone 3 and only enquire, in reference 
ro what Authority *twas done : our Herr the 7, we know 
did many As without declaring the Title by which he 
did them; and the Parliaments approbation ſtil! con« 
firm'd them: if then they proceeded as by a Commiſſi- 
onclaim'd from Chriſt, -and allow'd in a General Coun? 
cil, would not thatmake the Tenet an Article of Faith, 
and ſo prove too mach, lince among the Temperate it ge- 
nerally. pretends no higher than an Opinion ? but if they 
aRed only by = Commiſſion deriv'd from Neceflity , 
which having no Law,is a Law to it ſelf, the Conſequence 
little concerns our Diſpute; who know the Pope Himſelf 
has been depos'd ; yet neither-will He admit, nor need 
his Depoſers pretend any Juriſdiction or Superiority . 0- 
ver Him ; *tis enough where Neceflity over-rules the 
Law, that Neceſſity Govern in its ſtead; which if true 
and real,” may perhaps do much harm, but can do no in- 

ary. 

. fa to the other Branch, if the Council interpos'd in 
declaring the Right, either they intended it as a Defini- 
tion, and then you mult ſay *ris of Fairh, which almoſt 
every one denyes : or as an Eccleſiaſtical Canon, and 
then | mult ſay, 'it binds only where receiv'd, and may 
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be alter'd or repeal*d like other Laws) as is! already dif2 
cours'd, when we cited the Council of | Lateyan, - * 

However, in our particular Caſe,nothing is more eaſy 
than to Conquer the ObjeRors of the Popes Briefs with 
their own weapons, for let them tell me-, are they not 
ready to ſwear they willfaithfully ſerve their King while 
they live, and that: nozwithſt anding any Papal Diſpenſarion , 
or whatever other Proceeding to the contrary? whar ſignifies 
this, but an expreſs renouncing all obedience to the 
Pope in theſe points ? True ſay they, we renounce obe- 
dience, but not the acknowledgment of his Powers 
we will adhere to the King , though the Pope ſhould De- 
poſe him ; but will nor ſay, he cannot Depoſe him,Whar 
wiſe and real difference ( as to Government, and the 
praRical part of humane life ) can we imagine between 
theſe tw03 le [wear never to obey my Commander, and Þle 
ſwear he has no Power. te Command me ? Speak plain and 
honeſtly ,. and either deny his Aathority'; or obey it; 
this motley Hypocriſy will, I fear, offend both Pope and 
King, and while you diſclaim your obedience. to the 
One,and the Authority of the Other, Neither yvill con- 
fidein you , Change but the Perſon, and thmk , vyhat a 
holy religious man he-vvould be}, that ſhould ſolemnly 
vow never to obey:his Superiour , how loud foever he 
preach'd his Authority ; think what a flat contragi&ion 
it is, of two Relatives, to kill one, and keep the other 
alivez think what an uncharitable madneſs it is, that the 
vvhole body of Catholicks be expos'd to ruine, and the 
whole Credit of their Religion. be buried'in thar ruine, 
rather than diſayow an Authority, which we are ready to 
ſwear vve vvill never: obey. ' HIRE t 

But to diſpatch this chief ObjeRion with a ſhorter 
word, and that {ti]] raken out of their own mouths ; The 
Pope they ſay has commanded vve ſhould refuſe this 
Oath, but do they nor too, vvith the ſame brearh ſay, they 
will abſolutely forſweat obeying his Commands, if the 
be:not preſt to renounce his Power? and what do we 
morethan diſobey him, jf notwithſtanding his Prohibi- 
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tion we accept of the Oath ?'we meddlenot vvith his Au- 
thority , vve only ( as tbey profeſs themſelyes ready tO 
do) deny our Obedience 315 it not as lawful for us, when 
the King commands, to. admit this Oath againſt the 
Popes will, as for:them to ſwear they*l obey the King, let 
the;Pope command what he will? 

As for our Anceſtors, had they. ſeen the Unanimous 
Judgment of ſo. many Univerlities , and the publick Sub- 
ſcriptions of ſo many eminent Regulars, particularly 
noted for great enlargers of the Popes power : had they 
examin'd the ſenſe of Antiquity towards Soveraign Prin- 
ces; 'Yybich acknowledges them Supreme in Temporals , 
and accountable to; none but 'God , bad they read the 
learned Treatiſes compos'd by Catholick writers, both of 
our own and other Nations ,, where this King-dethro« 
ning power is abſolutely diſavow?d; bad they perus'd 
the Declarations of the Kings 'in France, and Arrefts of 
Parliaments there, by which the Authors who. dar'd to 
aſſett that Opinion were Condemn'd,, anditheir Books 
burnt by the:band of the Hangman $3'had they done all, 
or any notable part of this, they could not certainly but 
have cbarſg'd their judgments, and no lenger, both a- 
gai | Reaſon, Authority, and their own Intereſt, have 
wilfully adhered co a Tenet ſo ill grounded,and a'prattice 
ſo ruinous. | fa AIC) 6f Wah 

Little of allthis I fear did many of 6ur Anteſtors re- 
fle& on, but guiding their Conſciences by their Ghoſtly 
Fathers, and their praQice by their Conſciences, choſe 
that (ljde of the Opinion, which any one might then have 
refus*d without Hereſy, and any one may now'without 
ſcanda), without ſcandal I meanas to a bare Opinion con- 
ſider'd 1n its naked ſelf , not as it unbappily is dreft up 
in the Oath , where ſome expreſſions, at firſt ighr , 
ſhew ſo odly, that a little prejudice or unacquaintedneſs 
makes many a vvell meaner-boggle at them; And here a- 
gain I heartily renew.the wiſh 4 have already made; that 
x gener{l form of Oath, were ſa-Charitably and Conde- 
Tcendingly fram?d, as might folly ſecure;to our moſt gra: 
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cjous Soveraign the Allegiance of All; and not trouble 
with ſcruples the leſs inſtruted Conſcience of any. 

But to diſpatch this ObjeQtion : If to take the Oath we 
diſcourſe of be truly juſtifiable, why may not we do 
what we think lawful now , becauſe cur Predeceſſors 
did not what they chought unlawful heretofore? their 
Refuſal was Innocent and Laudable, ſince they follow'd 
ſincerely the diQtates of their Conſciences; yet Ours will 
be neither , unleſs we do ſo too; nay the very reaſon 
that made them decline the Oath, their being R perſwa- 
ded , engages us to takeit, if we be otherwiſe perſwaded,; 
for, as in thisall the world agrees, that an erroneous 
Conſcience, till the miſtake be remov'd, undoubtedly 
obliges ; ſo none willdeny , but, the Truth once clear'd, 
the Obligation ceaſes : If ſuch then be the Caſe between 
our Predecefſorsand Us, —_— fairly be abſolv*d from 
following them”, or rather truly be ſaid to follow them , 
while we all aim at the ſame end (the Conſcionable per- 
formance of what we believe our Duty) though we ſeem 
tro gothither by different ways : None but eternal truths 
can exact an unchangeable adherence ; none but they can 
deſerve it. : 
, And how I have only one Queſtion more to propoſe, 


X11 How do the Clergythe Religiow and the Wiſer 
ſort of the Laity in other Countries behave theme 
ſelves, when the Pope makes War,or any other way 
Contend:s with their Soveraign Princes or States? 


Oreven in /taly, I ſee moſt of them generally, and all 

of them ſometimes, diſobey the Pope, and 
cleave to their Country ; nay thoſe very Religious who 
have formerly ventur'd All by a particular Obedience to 
his Holineſs, are noted of late to be grown more tem- 
perate: I have read, if I miſremember not, in an Itali- 
an Author this Story , That che Pope making War ſome 
tew years lince , with the Duke of Parma, and proceed- 
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ing againſt him to the extremity ofEccleſiaſticalCenſures, 
otcalion'd the Duke to adviſe with his Council, how he 
ſhould bear himſelf towards the Church-men that liv*4 
in his SubjeRion;where aſter ſome debate,*twas at length 
concluded , that fir perſons ſhould immediately be depy- 
ted to demand of every Order both Secular andRegular, 
which party they intended to follow ? onely to one ſore 
of Regulars it was expreſly forbidden to make any ſuch 
Addreſs , leſt their extraordinary obſequiouſneſs to the 
Pope might engage them otherwiſe thanithe Duke de- 
ſir'd, and the exzmple of their Non-conformity breed a 
prejudice to his affairs ; But they , wiſely examining the 
Conſequences of ſo new a Diſtinction, and the Neceſli.. 
ty of preventing ſo dangerous a jealouſy , did of them« 
ſelves, without expeRing any Summons, wait upon their 
Prince, and voluntarily preſented Him their Humble 
Proteſtations of Fidelity and Obedience : an aQion , 
which, 1 am apt to beljeve was not a little contributive to 
their late Reſtitution in the wary State of Yemice, In fine, 
every ſort of Eccleliaſticks, as well the uninvited, as the 
invited came in, and profeſt their firm and poſitive reſo. 
Iutioa to obey the Commands of his Highneſs, notwith-. 
ſtanding tbe InterdiR of his Holyneſs. 

| And yet (to abſtract from the Jultice of the Quarrel , 
which was perhaps on the Popes (ite) the Duke is not on- 
ly.a Feudatary of the Church , but his eſtate was at firſt 
deriv'd to him from the Pope, and is to return again in 
default of Ifſue male, which mikes a fair difference be. 
twixt Him and the Caſe of an Abſolute King. 

But to look nearer home 5 what did we our ſelves nor 
many years fince in our own Country ? did not almoſt all 
the Ecclelidſticks, and a number of the Nobility and 
Gentry, ſufficient to repreſent the whole little Body of 
Catholicks here, after full deliberation unanimouſly (ub-+ 
ſcribe their Negative to theſe three Articles ? 


I. That the Pope or Church hath power to abſolve any per- 


ſon or perſons from their Obedience to the Civil and Politi- 


cal 
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cal Government eftabliſh'd or to be eflabliſhedin this Nat jon, in 
Civil and Political aff atrs, | El 


II, That'by the Command or Diſpenſation of the Pope or 
Church , it i lawful to kill, deſtroy , or do any injury to 
any Perſon or Perſons living within the Kings Dominions ', be- 
cauſe that ſuch a Perſonor Perſons are Accuſed , Condem- 
ned , Cenjured, or Excommunicated for Error, Schiſm, or 
Hereſy. | | 


II. That it & lawful in it ſelf or by Diſpenſation from the 
Pope,to break, Promiſe or Oath, made to any of the foreſaid Per- 
ſons, under pretence that they are Heratichs. 


Theſe,I am ſorry I muſt confeſs wereCenſured at Rowe, 
ptivately indeed and without folemnity , as being per- 
haps either unwilling to come to the light, or unable to 
bear it, whatever was the motive, I cannot omit to make 
this Reflection upon ſo unequal a proceedingtowards the 
proſperous Frexch; and the afflited Engl; ; what either 
of injurious or untrue , do any of theſe three Propoſi- 
tions contain , that is not both more largely, and more 
ſmartly expreſt in the Decrees of Sorbonne , and the reſt 
of the Univerlities cited at the beginning of this Letter ? 
if they bc free, why are not we? if we be condemn'd, 
why are not they ? , 
"At leaſt, this Roman Cenſure of the Engliſh Subſcrip- 
tion , wants not ſome good effect, (ince it has abſolurcty 
clear*d the chief remaining Objection; which elſe , if 
captioully manag'd, might perhaps have given us ſome 
trouble ro maintain our parz2lle! with the French , for, 
till then, it had been no preat piece of invention, to pre - 
tend that the Popes prohibitive Briet was applyable on- 
ly ro the whole Oath in groſs, and ſo might conlilt well 
envugh with the d.ſcl-im of His indirect Authority over 
Kings : But now I ſee, *tis not the Form, *tis not an in- 
convenient Phraſe or two ( tae greatelt fcruple of ſome 
ſerious Perſons among us kere) but tlie very Subltines 

E 3 Ol 


( 30) 
of the Oath , the growing denyal of the Popes power to 
Depoſe Princes , is the chief, if not the only Scandal 
that's offenſive there. 

Nor is this kind of diſobedience to the Popes Com- 
mands only in ſome Caſes praQtis'd , but by the Com- 
mon Maxime of the Canoniſts, and of Reaſon too;con- 
ſtantly maintain'd, both which ſtep into our relief in ſuch 
extremities, and ſ1y, where any notable miſchief is like 
to follow, we are not oblig'd to obey the Pope, though 
he command under pain of Excommunication, ipſo fatto, 
This is the commoa Opinion of the Learned; but, be. 
cauſe *tis too the common ſcruple of the unlearned, I 
ſhall cite ſome few Authorities tranſcrib'd out of books 
where 1 find them collected , having my ſelf neither Kill 
ror delight in ſuch kind of Studies Ot theſe I conceive 
rwo or three, in a point ſoevident , abundantly ſufh- 
cient;. One is of Pope Innocent 3. thus cited by Franc. 
Z abarel de {chiſmat. Pape non et obediendum, &c, We are 
not to obey the Pope when there us a vehement preſumption that 
the ſtate of the Church may be diſturbed , or other miſchief: 
likg to follow ; Nay it were a ſin toobey , becauſe every one 
4 bound to prevent future evils, Conformable to this, Syl- 
veſter alledging Panermitan , ſays, Verb. obedientia Num. 
F. Nec eſt ei obediemtiunm, &c, We are not to obey the 
Pope , if our obedience may be preſumed will trouble the 
ſtate of the Church , or becauſe of any future Evil or Scan- 
dal , though the Precept were under pain of Excommunication, 
Latz ſententix, And Cardinal Tolet citing the ſame 
Authors, pronounces the ſame truth in far more ample 
rerims. 

Do not theſe Authors ( and none I ſuppoſe, for 1 
have not much acquaintance with that ſort of Learning, 
can differ from them in proper Caſes) give us indeed 
more than we have need of? - Are not the Conſequences 
of our obeying the Pope's Letters, ruinous to our 
Fortunes; and which is worſe, Scandalous to our 
Religion? ſhall we not ſtrengthen the ſuſpition of our 
Fattiouſneſs, and Inconliftency with Civil Govern- 
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ment ?and can alittle Credit of a few at Rome, counters 
poiſe a burthen that lies ſo heavy on us all, in our own 
Country? | 

The Circumſtances wearein, I confeſs, are very un- 
happy, when the wiſeſt of thoſe who ſhould adviſe us,are 
not fully free to ſpeak the'r thoughts ? but by particular 
Concernments ſo tempted to comply , that nothing but a 
rare Sincerity and Courage can enable [them to reſiſt ; a 
Caſe that needs indeed ſome pity, butdeſerves no praiſe: 
and therefore as we ſhall be too blame, if we Cenſure too 
readily the EffeRgof Frailty in Them, ſo will they be 
leſs Innocent, if they condemn too ſeverely the Uſe of 
Liberty in Us. For my part, I have this to ſay,in proof 
of my own Indifferency , Iam not Ambitious for pre= 
ferment from Any, but humbly and heartily acknowledge 
my ſubmiſſion to every one above me; eſpecially to the 
two Supreme , whom with all fidelity I am ready to 0+ 
bey, 23s my Soveraign Governorgy though They never 
ſhould be my particular BenefaQt&Ts, * : 

A Duty we owe to the Pope, a Duty to the King 5 
both commanded by God, borh obliging under Sin; yet 
both confin'd to their proper limits; Too much of the 
Temporal may be aſcrib'd ro Popes; too much of the 
Spiritual to King-: too much may be challeng'd Þb 
Both : the difficulty is, when either exceeds, who mul 
be Judge: if the cauſe beclearly Temporal, 'cis clearly 
the King ( ſpeaking of Common Right, nor their parti- 
cular Apreements) if Spiritual,the Pope 3 but where the 
Quality of the cauſe is invincibly doubted , which can 
ſeldom be without a range paſſion ar leait on one lide ,) 
I know no Judpe expreſly impower'd to decide ſo extra- 
ordinary a Queltion, nor can imagin any other remedy, 
than whattcue Reaſon, preſf,*d with neceflity, will ex- 
temporally dictate in ſuch an occalion. However , thus 
far 1 plainly ſee , that, as ſometimes a miſchance may 
happen by the Competition of theſe two Authorities , fo 
often very many and great acyintages may accrue to 
Both, by-their good correſpondence,and gy" 
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But 'by. no means' can-Ifſee, were the Extent of the 
Popes power in Spirituals, and the Denyal of his power 
in Temporals well underſtood, what diſturbance He 
could poſſibly make- in this. Kingdome? if he excom- 
municate the-Proteſtants they little regard it::- if the Ca- 
tholicks , ſuch 4s are rightly inſtructed know their Civil 
Obligations both to their King and Fellow-ſubjeRs, re- 
main entirely-che ſame after -Excommunication as they 
were' before; . No Eccleliaſtical Cenſures againſt a Ca- 
thelick here altering in the leaſt tittle hisCircumſtances to 
Proteftants 5, (ince of its own nature, *it only concerns 
Communication .in Spirituals, wherein, before: any Cen- 
ſure they.no more/ Communicate together , than after ; 
. indeed 'among the Cathelicks ſuch Cenſure has ſome ef- 
tet; 'yer of ir ſelf, only thus far can it work with them, 
to ſuſpend or deprive their Communion in Holy Offices 
ro which, if any Temporal prejudices be annex'd (as 
that an Excommunicgge cannot bring an Action, &c, ) 
they wholly are derivy@-from-the Civil Power, and when 
it ſees convenient may wholy be revok'd, 

As for the particular Laws of our Country , long be- 
fore the unhappy dividing times of H. 8. our Wiſe , yer 
Pious Anceſtors fail'd- not to provide for the publick 
peace againſt all Forreign incroachments : probibiting the 
importation of any Bull from Rome without his Majeſties 
allowance, and impoling penalties on any that preſum'd 
without His Royal Afent to publiſh them. And were 
things ſo diſpos'd that the little correſpondence which is 
neceſſary for Catholicks. here with Kome were regulated ; 
and not by ſeverities enceavour'd to be extinguifeed , 
(which cannor de effeted without extinguiſhing the Re- 
ligion it ſelf) I am confident no one ſort of people in the 
whole Nation would be either more faithfully ſerviceable 
ro tiieir King, or more ſecurely incapable of difſerving 
their Country, Nor would this delign require any more 
conlideration than only to reſolve that theirEcclelialtical 
Government ſhould be no other than ſuch as had known 
Rules andL mits,not Arbitrarily. depending on Rome ; And 
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|. their Eccleſiaſtical Governours no "other than ſuch 2s 


were of known Loyalty to their King, and Piety to their 
Countrey. Load : 

Thus Sir I have finiſh'd theſe few Queſtions , and hope 
by Your inſtruQion'to ſettle my mind : profeſſing hearti- 
ly my abſolute readineſs ( with the Grace of God) to. 
gdyern my Underſtanding by Reaſon, and'my A@ions by 
my Underſtanding : only this- ſhort Perition -I Hambly 
add, That as your Nature is Frank and Generous, your 
Anſwer may be Manly and Candid, not in the way miſ- 
call'd\ Piow, but with a ftrift Conformity to what is 
true and ſolid gxand however your Opinion may poſſibly 
in ſome things differ from mine, yet {till continue in all. 
things to Command. | 


SIR, 
Your Moſt 


ASE Soren 


A.G.- 


FINTIS. 


